journal of women of the middle east and the islamic world 15 (2017) Gendered access to rights of property ownership and its exploitation are linked to explicit and implicit priorities and proclivities of a given society. Considering the situation from an intersectorial perspective and one which takes into account a non-linear long-term historical approach which necessarily includes changes over time which are firmly anchored within historical movements,1 the question of gender-specific prerogatives or lack of them regarding rights of property ownership and its use reveals points of convergence where this type of activity is possible for both women and men. Likewise, this transhistorical approach points to sectors where institutionalized and custo mary law prohibited, permitted, or favored gender-specific real-estate ownership and its exploitation. Hence, the development of various gendered strategies devised and deployed by women and men in order to gain, retain, or prohibit control over rights of property ownership and exploitation.
Gendered access to rights of property ownership and its exploitation are linked to explicit and implicit priorities and proclivities of a given society. Considering the situation from an intersectorial perspective and one which takes into account a non-linear long-term historical approach which necessarily includes changes over time which are firmly anchored within historical movements,1 the question of gender-specific prerogatives or lack of them regarding rights of property ownership and its use reveals points of convergence where this type of activity is possible for both women and men. Likewise, this transhistorical approach points to sectors where institutionalized and custo mary law prohibited, permitted, or favored gender-specific real-estate ownership and its exploitation. Hence, the development of various gendered strategies devised and deployed by women and men in order to gain, retain, or prohibit control over rights of property ownership and exploitation. These questions constitute the basis for the research published in this issue of HAWWA where authors explore nodes of interconnectivity between gender and rights on different types of property ownership and its use within specific contexts in the Middle East from the sixteenth century to the present. The empirically-grounded articles presented here as well as research on this topic published in multi-authored volumes, some of which have already appeared2 or which are forthcoming,3 make it abundantly clear that a gendered analysis of the rights of property ownership and its exploitation are mainstream questions central to understanding infrastructural dynamics of society. In other words, this issue focuses on questions of empowerment enabled by property ownership and its use with particular regard to ways that are contingent to given situations and which define the range of influence of women and men within their immediate and larger environment.
This issue of HAWWA should be read as a companion volume to Cahiers du Genre n° 62 published in spring 20174 since both resulted from shared initiatives. However, whereas Cahiers du Genre n° 62 focuses on women and their rights (or lack thereof) in terms of property ownership and use on a global level, albeit with a concentration on Europe and Africa, this HAWWA issue presents research on gender and property rights specifically in the Middle East and Islamic worlds with the exception of a contribution which offers a comparative perspective for contemporary France.
With this in mind, the articles presented in this HAWWA issue represent work which partly results from the conjunction of three projects whose objectives overlap in several ways and all of which embody a multiplicity of disciplinary and critical approaches to gender, law, and property rights in the Middle East. Two of the projects were organized around the study of the institution of
